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Pool safety and insurance  
 

Raleigh, N.C. – June 28, 2019 – Summer has officially arrived and with warmer weather many lucky 

Americans will cool off in a swimming pool.   

A pool can provide fun and enjoyment, but it also brings about added responsibility and risk for property 

owners.  In fact, there are over 3,500 drowning deaths in the U.S. each year.  Approximately 20% of 

those tragic cases involve children under the age of 14. 

The following tips can help improve safety, prevent injury, and protect you financially.   

Safety first: 

 Install a fence with self-closing gates on all sides of the pool to prevent children from entering 
the water unsupervised.  

 Never leave children unsupervised—even for a few seconds. 
 Create and post a list of safety rules and strictly enforce them with guests.  Ask if pool users 

know how to swim.  Learners should be accompanied by a good swimmer. 
 Block children from pool filters and other mechanical devices, as the suction force may injure 

them or prevent them from surfacing.  Know how to shut of filters and other devices and 
clearly post this information so others can do so in case of an emergency. 

 If you have a diving board, post the depth and safety rules.  Do not allow diving in shallow 
pools. 

 Check regularly for potential hazards around the pool.  For example, glass bottles and 
electronic devices can be dangerous around a pool. 

 Pay attention to the weather.  Be wary of excessive heat, and never swim during rain or 
lightning storms.  

 Consider first aid and CPR training.  Keep a first aid kit and emergency floatation devices near 
the pool.  

Insurance implications: 

Homeowners insurance policies provide liability coverage, and potential damages to your home and 
property.  A qualified insurance professional can help you understand your coverages, and make sure 
you have the right protections in place if you already have, or are considering installing a swimming 
pool.   
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The Insurance Information Institute recommends pool owners increase the liability portion of their 
homeowners policy to $300,000 or $500,000 if they have a pool.  Additional protection can be provided 
through an “umbrella” policy. 

Your policy should also provide coverage to repair or replace your pool in the event it is destroyed by a 
storm or other disaster—including the amount of any pool-related items, such as deck furniture. 

For more information from the Insurance Federation of North Carolina, or to schedule an interview, call 

(919)539-1375. 

The Insurance Federation of North Carolina (IFNC) is a trade association established in 2004 by the 

leading property and casualty insurance companies doing business in North Carolina.  IFNC serves as the 

voice for the industry on legislative and regulatory matters and promotes consumer awareness on issues 

of importance to the property and casualty insurance industry.   
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